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4+ Res Wor/b.\ it may ſeeme ſirange unto: you-thas 
© 9, {#ch an one a5 lwho have bin judged an ender 
* 1fhowild be ſo bould as to go abont to [helter any thing un- 
ler the ſbaddow of your -protefiion, as it may ſeeme 
boxb.t0 your ſelves and others, I now do in aedicath 


the inſhing matter unto you put give me leave 1 be cb 
you-s little to excuſe my boulanes berein, being mdu- 
ced berenuto by the[e confiderations- 

1; Becauſe the providence of God ſo ordered it to 
call me before yous togirve an accompt of my laſt 
prafice in tbis thing 2 (namely,) Why 1 ſhould take 


we to preach harving never bin at the Univer- 
ies; nor received orders from ihe Biſb ops, 
bis Lathe which queſtion, Janſwered:rbatT conceived 
1 bad a warrant for what } did. from. the Siri 
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God, where it appeareth to be manifeſt,that as no man 
in rhairhinp4 of Gol ts ro fpeake abive wharirrnank - 
eth,but according tothe Projortion: of Faith, "fObMke- | 
wiſe ought no man to hide any of the things of God 
which hz hath rece'Y cd from God, but ſeaſonably to de- 
clarethem to the glory of God and edificgtion of others, | 
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«red to be vile, ſaid that thenbswd 
tbe like may ] ſay, if for doing my duty to God F avs 
compted ile, I am like to appzare ye rfl WIL, if"\ 
- 3 09, even till he (hall c ng (vr vile 
Y FUlneagd make it like to his alof us body, 
things accordingto ; 4 good plea- 
fureof wbuvne will ; acknowledging with that ſuf- 
fering Apoitle, an1 that with joy and comfort,though 
ina pnſon, that after that way which-men call he- 
refie, worſhip the God of my Fathers, believing all 
written inthe lavy and inthe Pro- 
A phets. Pardon 7 beſeech,my bouldneſſe, and if any 
 Fermes barve paſſed from me which either derogates 
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Though ſbe ſbe follow her Lovers; (be ! not COmEAs, 
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at VS» 
HE Lord itkcendinge roſet forts His owne 
Majeſty and greatnefſe rogether with his 
love and goudnefle to the world?, makes 
choyee of a' People whomrin ſpeciall he * 
diſplayes his Glory. before, -and makes / 
knowne his love and goodnefleunto -- a- 
mongſ the reſtof- Gods ends & delignes 
which he hadin ſo dejogghi " one.that he makes known 
ro 


all jatereft in epeting morecthen ordinary chi 
from them, as appeares by Dew. 14, 1,2. where Acoſes te 
theny, xs gre 1be Children of th#.Lavd yany God, for chew ar: an 
hob people te the Lard thy Golandibe Lord hath choſen you to bs 
4 precious people unto Himſelſes abpue all the people that are uy- 
on the earth, &'c. Axif be ſhould ſay, pau areche peculiars 
ofmy love, andcherefore I would have you be peculiar in 
your carriages:and that chere mighe be norching wanting 
on Gods pare go make chem con herein, he cherfore 
gives his Lawes unto /scob, and his Statues unto Iſrael; 
not dealing ſo with any other Nation, Pal. 147. 1g, 20, 
> apa he having planted this noble vine and expeRting 
et proportionable co the meanes; bur behold and ſee 
how they degen and fell from Gad, andfol- 
lowed che inventions of their ownobraine, and rhe ſyg- 
geſtion of theifowne Spirits, For no ſooner was the ten 
Tvibes retit from Rrhoboamyro ſereboam, bur they were rear 
from the profeiſion ofGods track, tothe following of 2 all! 
Which was occaſioned by the ſabcle counſell of /excbonns, 
who having gocten a Kingdom thoaghr to keepe ir by his 
owne policy, rather then going in a way of crach, for if 
welook intothe Booksof Ties you ſhall chere finde, 
that thac-whick wasthe Maſter Piece of policy,pro- 
ved to-bethe:great Matter Picce of his miſery, the 
truth of God herein apcaring co be-made good,is well 24 
cited by rhe Apoſtle, Rom. 3. 7. the eiddeme of che fleſh 
is camity againſt God. | 
But to comeas briefly as I can unto the things intended 
in the words: you ſhall therefore find after eheir apoſtacy _ 


(s) 
from God; the Lord is pleaſed ro walkeirs conſe of 
. meaner cowerdsthem : which meaves was che ſending'of 
CE diſcovrertheirevils rochem, 

charſo 1 reduced unto their former ftare and 
hw wa rms rhe reſtthiseProphet Hoſes was one,who 
doth-inthis "I and ſecond Choprers,dectare nnto chem 
theie ſin; as likewiſe che chreatnings of God againſt them 
for thar fin; «nd that he'wighe noe beſtow labour in vaine, 
there is therefore (in the'6, and 7, ver(, of the 2 Chaprer, ) 
declared rhe fpeciall meancsthar God tooke which ſhould 
rake effedco reclaime ſome of them to himſelfe,che means 
is laid downe in the ſfxr'verſ.and further amplified in che 
ſcrenth: In the fixt he faith he will fopher way, he will 
up her -— wheras ir mightbe objefed though 
they may be: dup, yet love will make men 
leape Co and inch (as we lay.) ro which Qzef. 
is fuſe in che ſeventh'verf. Though fbe doe follow ber 
Lovers, fbeſball wot come at them , as if he ſhould ſay, ma 
ſhall nor be lefrſo much =» ot. 

meanes to'coine ar them, peo this feventh verſe = 


I theſe fonre 
. The ftrengrh of theſe ples ſpirirs in cleavingto 
aft her poebovn brpmrneer oh rords » following after 


Is Rey tp meanes which the Lord here nſech oy reclaime 
ye why ee rn nie bows ray. 1 ſheds ſeeke 
er therwget uot find: ppoynted 
x/ her ends-berein; no 40 
' 3. Fhe:effeRtrhar ehis meanes 1 be bythe bleffng 
of God upowit) ex ia theſe words, thes ſbe ſballſay, 
I will returne 16 my firſt Hurband Ofc. 
4. Here is laid a maine motive or conſideration that 
wroughr upon ber: ſpirit expreſſed in the latrer clauſe of 
the vſ hikes: flateh the); 1 was better with me then now. 


(+) 


From the former part of the words we may obſerve 
thus much, namely,that there is an aptoefſe of ſpirit even 
in men profefliiagzeligion,which ate in the viſible Church 
ot God,ro forlak 40 follow other lovyers,other Gods: 
this we (ball ſee plainely proved to us, if we do bur alirtle 
examine the Scraptares. 2 Fere, 13. The Lordthere com- 
plaines, my People have committed ewoevils, they have 
forſaken Me the Foyntaine of living «ters, todig them 
its, even broken pits that will hold ng water; 'Weeſece 
ers thoſe that God owned for his People,cven theſe for- 
fake hims But before we farther prove it, ſome may ob- 
jc& aad (ay,bnr wharis ir xo forſake God; or how & when 
mzy men beſaidro forſake God ? Arf, That uſually in 
Scripcure rwen are ſaid to forſake God when they forſake 
the law,ot Ged, the Commandememrof God, ot the wor» 
ſhip of God, aud therefore ſaith the Lord to. TMoſes, Dewr. 
31, 6: This People will riſe up, and go@whoring after 
the Gods ot a-ſtrange Land. and will torſake we and break 
my.Corenan which Ihave made with chem, as it heſhould 
ſay, by breaking. my Cov;nams they. foriake-me::-andioin 
tlic 24 ſoſus, 20,” 10 Iudy. 19,0 13. 15:415,8,8. 2Chrom. 134 
11, 21} wbich Scriprures prove;that a People in dtitward 
Coxenant with God, have forſaken God,and that then they 
arc [atdto forſake God, when they foxlake the worſhip of 
Cod. a att. 3 oo doit ence >0T .: 

Now I come to the reaſons how it comesto-paſſetbat 
ſuch an aptnes of Spiricdothappearg. + 1+ ++ 1 | 

"1, Rex; Becauſe the termes which otherGads propound 
are more {urable unto mens. carna'l xeaſonings 'thenghe 
te. mes prepounded bycheLord,ehegforeinghea3 Exch. 5, 
And'/Ibolab plaidche &arlo when (hewas mine, arid ſhe 
was ſer on fixe withher lovers, the reaſon is given ia ver. 
6. which were.clothcd with blew filke,aod (o indeed thar 
10N6ur atd preferment whichis held unto-men , by the 
; pax52y hand 


('s) 
band of the bore, 23 a Cupof Gold, drawes all men, high, 
and low, rich and poore, tocommir ſpirituall fornicarion 
wich her, whereas the rermes which the God of Hes- 
yen cenders comen (if they will follow him ) isrhac they 

muſt{uffer for bis name ſake, and that Foxes have holes, 

and Brrds of the Ayre haveneſts, but the Sox of man hath 

not whereon to lay his head, the conſideration of which 

rermes, makes men many times turne off the profefion of 
leſs C breft; when tribulation or afttitions comes, men are 
offended,cMarh 13. 1. 

2. Res, Becauſe men have more convegſments with o- 
therGods,che barts of mer naturally hav ecommerſfe- 
with che world and- ſing and fo with the worſhip ſet up by 
the men of che world,rather chen'wirh Gos and the things 
of God: and certainely whereamans choughrs is moſt pir- 
ched, there is his love and my e, for where che rrealare 
is chere-will cheheare be, and cherefore ſaich the Apoſtle, 
Demas bath torſaken us and imbraced: this preſcnt'wortd; 
as it the Apoſtle ſhoald ſay, he hach co ſidered: chings be-' 
forchand concerning.the world and hath found by his 
converſments with itthatihe world ivpoodzand cherfore 
naw he har trimbraced chiv preſent worldy) he hachigiven 
up the ſtrength ak.bis beart and aſeGions roirg avon che! 
contrary, When the ſoule begins co have his choughrs pir- 
ched apon Ged,and bach bis ſpirit raifed gp,to:behold the 
xelpocteandelory/plocie.and exccllenrythar bin Je- 
{os Ghraft,, the, ſaulc- upon, thele conſiderations cloſeth 
wich Clpaf, unbracceh. Chr:ft and ſaith concerning-him, as 
the Church ſich io the like caſe concerning Chreft, 1 Cane. 
12-4buxdle FA Hes my wellB eloxed to me be ſbaillye all night 
berneene mybrefts: Oh ſain, che (oule, Chraſt ſha}l -haverhe-: 
chiefeſt (care of refidence in my heart, and hislawes ſhall - 
beare (way in my liie : whar though I am impriſoned,xe-- 
proached , diſgraced , counted -a feQious perſon gome + | 

; B3 413343 208107: A 


my 


| (6.) 

chat troubleth the State, yer this is no trouble at all ants 
ſach a heart, for he looks upto _— deſiring with him 
coindure the Croſ7z, and deſpiſe the ſhame: but 0a the con- 
erary mens hearts being ſer upon the creature, & their de- 
ſires being {{t upon excelencics here, rejeft che excelency 
of /:ſus Chriſt,and the profeſſion ofhis-erurh. 

3. Res, Andlaſtywhy men in an excernall Covenant with 
God, thoſe that Godowanes as his,may fall back &degene- 
rate, is. becauſe that men nay, and (they. which have more 
in chem then men, even the Saints of God chemſcives)doe 
negle& their ſpigicuall watch , they ſuffer their ſpirits co 
wander, and cha ics no marvell thar he who wandervup: 
& downe the whole carch ſceking whom he may devoure 
doth meer with this wandering ſpirit, and turne ic our of 
the way, and ſo we ſceDavids eyewas wandering uponBeh- 
ſheba &Saiban ſoon caught him in a ſnare, as you may ſcein 
2 Sam. 11,2. 4. theſe with many orheyrrealons might be 
laid dawne, for che eonfirmarion of this eruch, bur I judg 
cheſe may luffice. | 

.., The ſecond' thing obſervable from the words, 
is che- meancs- irſelfe: uſed by -God 'to ' reduce them 
co.their former ſtate laid downeinthefe words, rbough ſb: 
ſeeke after her Lovers ſbt ſhall wot come at them, as if he ſhould 
fay,l =_ —_ _ _ with ew ro rechime —_ 
to my ſelfe; though ſhe do gae x whoring afrerher Loyers' 
and followes other Geds end loverh 4 doe, [be ſhallwar 
find chews, chat is, he ſhall find no conrtenr, nor (acisfaftion' 

inthem as formerly ſhe harh done : from whencewe ma 
obſerve, Thar when God incends to do any ſoules ood, 
cither ro reclaime them froma falen condirionor to - 
prbes to the knowledge of himſelfe, the tſuall way rhat* 
ce takevherein is to diſcover to chem the emprineſſe and 
inſufficiency of all things that is here below; as.not being 
ableco =_ conrenr;or fatisfation ro the foule; there 
is ſomething of this cruch (me chinks)appearingin the 14. 


(7+) 
verſ. of this Chapter, where the Zord ſaith, 7willbring ber 
imo the wildernts, now we know a wildernes condition is a 
cendicion diſtitute of all helpe , nothing is co.be found 
therein but wild Beaſts ready to devoure, no help is tobe 
| in the Fuldernesfrom it; ſo indeed when menare 
broughe into a Fildernes condition having neither petiny 
nor pennics worth as the Propher ſaith, Eſas. 53. 1. Then is 
God pleaſed to ſpeake comfort ro bis People andiben doth bt canſe 
them to [00k apwards : bur for fuller proof, 51ert. 24. ſee 
there che ground of their recurne to Cod, rruly (ſay they) 
the hope of Þuls is but vaine, ner the multitude of mountdines, 
- was in the Lord our DO fJSKAEL; 
- ey wete broaghe to ſee the firengrh of all chings 
co help them was bue weaknes, chen they ccry,i# the Lord 
our God is the bealgh of Iſrael. So in 1 Ecleſ,'v. 2, Shlomonat- 
cer his —_— earcrofindotit content tn the creature 
and afrer his following vtherGods and forſdking the Lord 
who had appeared ewiſeunto him, yon (hall find npon his 
returne this is the accompe that he leaves behind him, «ll 
is vanity and vexation of ſpirit, % the reaſon why God cakes 
ſachacourſe with men is, becauſe while the ſoule ſees any 
fullnefſe in any thing in heaven or earth whereby co leane 
to beſides Chrafh, ie will faſten at rhe hornes of thar Aker, 
be ir whar it will,and never make any forcherſcarch or in- 
quiry afrerChriff,che cariage of the ſonle in this caſe is like 
the ca of /#cedin an other, for while cher was cornein 
Canaan,lacob never thinks nor mentions gong into Eg ypr, 
but when there was none there, then ſaith ofd 14cob,G eve. 
42. 2. why gaze 5e one wporantiher,, febing where is Cornean E- 
$71? fo indeed while rhere is any food to be got for che 
ſoulehere below it looks no higher , and rhetefore ir is, 
thar theLord iuplenſed to cur off all ſpringsof comfore and 
etobe had from any ching here below, that ſo the 
c may-ſee /eſws Cbrift to be he who hasall the Well- 
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allowancerthrough rhoſe miſcrics andſorcowes, re 
r/proaches aud Jofics char you ſhall {uſtainein this life;,' yea 
even lifc it ſelfe, we ſhill-ſee) Paw whenhe caft wp hisac- 
compt of matters of.chis.natare, he rriomiphs in' thatglo- 
Tious aliowancerhar he ſaw provided for bim by Gdd, 2.Coy. 
4-1; faith he;onrdagbr offie irons which are but fir a moment they 
worke for ws a farre more excellent eternall weight of glory - 
whereforc Jetus nor teſtfarisfhied witha face of -proteſſi-, 
.089,bur letus ſabourto:make inquiryntoour owne heart 
and (ce whar diſcoveries God hazh made ito us of the crea” 
tures emptinefic; and his ownefalnefſe, * 7" 
- 2. ſe. We may from the Do8. delivered ſee the reaſon 
why che Zord many timevigpleafed eo ſtrip his owne peo- 
ple naked of creature comtores, ir-i# chat fo the Lord may 
diſcover to his peop!e,cheemprines, the flittingnes ofithe, 
that ſo rhey may ſee more chives , yea even all fulnefſe in 
himſelfe: and. cherefore chough rhe world miſconſter Gods 
mcanings to'his Sancrin his carriages rowards them in the 
paſlages of his providence, io ſayioprchey are pooreand 
mcane and the off- ſcouriag of the world;atid God regards 
them nor; tet nottheſervants-of God /miſconſter his mea» 
ning too,this/willbut aggravate chicir ſorrow, burletus ſee 
what the Scripture ſaich, and" confule with ir 2 James 5. 
Harken my beloved brethren hath! not God choſen the poore of 
ef tbis wordd,vich in F aith-and beeres of the Kingdom This is a 
thing worthy df feriouratcention, thar God houldchuſe 
poorenothingsof this world -co'be rich/in faith and heires 
of the Kingdom: and rhis is moſt uſna}ly found, rhatthe 
meaner che, Sajnes conditions are in the world, the fuller 
and richer are they:infaith, andin Communion with-/e- 
ſus Chrift;, and therefore if God be pleaſed to take away 
Wife or Children;or RP 4 liberey,or cſtare,, if —_ 
e 


0 (10.) 
be pleaſed totake away any of theſe from ws and to 
us of theſe, we ſhould labour to make thacuſe of ic which 
che Lord expets we (bould (namely) to ſce more fullnefſe 
in himfrom whom we have all our mercies. 

The thicd thing laid downe in the words, is the fruic or 
efte&-char che meanes —_—_— ber, expreſſedin theſe 
words, then ſballſhe ſay, 1 will go and retwrne to my firfl Hug 

: where we may take noticeunder what con 
&e ceturaes home co God, and thac is here declared an- 
derche conſideration of a husband; ſhe doth nor ay, { wiki 
returne tomy Serzonr,andiſo expe falvacion from him, 
bur 19 my busayd,to him,towhomlIdebire to yeeld ſabjeti- 
on and obedience as aloving ſpouſe onghe co doe, from 
whence we may obſerve thas much: | 
Thar Jeſw Chriſt is the onely head and husband, Lord & 
Law-giverof bis Charchand People: for proof of which 
ler,us. examine che Scriptures, t Epbe. 22,23. and gavebins 
#9 bethe head of all thing 1,10 his Char ch mhach ar bes Fo, ; the 
Jellnefie of bhimehet plleth all in al, that fa\lneſſe the dody 
hath ic bach from the head,. 4 Eabe. 23, 26: where the A- 
, exhores them, that they would aorbe rofſedupand 
 cowvne Vich eyery windof.,Dodrine by the flighes of men 
that lye inwaite ro deecive , and that they mighe prevent 
Proehapyee dow Be a meancs in theſe 15% 16. verſes, 
us ſpegking ohe truth in eve moy grow wp. into bro in all thawgs 
whech. 15 the bead even Chrifh, from: mbome all the body fly joy- 
ae& 199 ther; and compatictby that which excry joy ſupplicrh 
«iOrdung 10 the effe Buall working in the meaſure of every. part, 
makerb ancreaſeof the body 10 the » edifyang it ſelf e tn love , 5, 
Epheſ. 23; Chreft is the he:1d of theChurco,and the 8 avious of bis 
Fay: and ſo inthe 1 Col. 18. 33. 5/4. 22. 
Now.forche reaſoos how.it comcs 20- paſſe char ney 
by | Cbrs 


(12. ) , 
(brif isthe only hraband hutband, Lord and Law- giver 
of his Church. oo 
1. Res. BecanſerherCharch of Chryft is prung up from 
the loyves of Chrefl.cheybave berne raken our of the 
fi Jeaof Chaif> for alacclowence allroknow, that rhoug 
we were glogipus inthe loynes of our [firſt Parems mihe 
dof ous creation hugh God made man right eouget be ſought 
v1 Engr Ecteſ.5. 29. The creacure man ſoone 
loſt ſhi plor and became vile and miſcrable, andfo'bad 
eve mr donor feſws Chyiſt berweene the miſery 
of thECreature andche wrath of fiis- Father, and by bis 
owne blood made upthac great breach which finne had 
made berweene the crearure-man, and the great Creator 
the Lord of Heavewand Earth : had ir nor bin for 
wes" fo muchas the name of a Chincheb 


dad Sic hecenloteyraraeds from ls very hope 


MY Becatfie fe SheMabbdigh bisChurchth 
2.Res: e ey 
are the travel}of his fonte;rhe gtory of his Mediacor-ſhip, 


are. there notali rhe reaſons tbr poi can be, ſeeing 
eſs Chrift hath travelled for his burch,&b # Fr 
r forth a glorious deliverance to his Church 
that now his Church ſhould be ſubje& ro him\,” and 
yeeld ebedience to his lawes : ſeeing Cbrift bark faris- 
fied God his Father by.his owne b ir noe reaſon thae 
we ſhould live to his praife and honour #isit ceafoo ther 
———— . -with 
2 a Child 


£ 
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(13).- 
a 'Child,and at laſt when the Childis through many dic6- 
c ulrics and hazards of the Womans life, broaghe forth, 
that another Woman that: ſtands. by, when the Child is 
delivered, ſhould ſnarchir-up and fay; tris Child ſhall be 
ſubje& unco me and owne me-for its :miocher, and» whar [ 
command ic. ſo it ſhall doe,,and what I c@amand-ir ro 
weare itſhall weare:would not thisbe compred.injuri- 
ous dealing with chis poore Womanthatihath fulfered (0+ 
mathjo bringing ir foth,; that naw.ſht ſhouldde depri- 
ved ofthe comiort of bringing ic up a and ivic nor:avins 
jarious dealing! with Jeſus Ebreiſt;cbar ſeeing he. bach cra» 
velled for his Church. and broughe forth-his>Church, 
rharnow other men (bguldarreſtic of hizhands and pre: 
ſtsibs lawes to.thera 3 which they would: forcerheir.con- 
ſoicdcestorbe ſnbjeQrog rand therefore by way of uſe, in 
the firftplace thisſerves to reprove all cheſe perſons thar 
ſodoet certginely leſus Chriſt willonpg daybecven with all 
thbſe perſons; (ure iris tharthe ing cheglory of 
his Mediator-(ſhip; ned raahyocher; 
nar bispraiſe w graven Images,” burthoughmendonow las 
4 to-diErhrene "Gbroſlz etthere is a timiercommi 

*rcio Frſus Chrift will diſ-chrone all his, erlemicy nw, 
vilkraigne glotioullyin theideſptyhooftrhemll, bew// 
make bis. inemirshys footitwoleybe monns agree of the Henſe of rhe 
iird ſhale eftabliſheu'yn vieirops of che mbvhitarae 1: rchetetore 
:levalt nicn forthe ximero: cameitake hecedibow, they pre- 
 Exibehanylawes for chegovernmentiof the Chareh;. chat 


" !nheytapnor up in{Ghrefts ſtead/butthis Ter all men know, 
that (brif bacbpreſcribed lawer-alreadywhichcare per- 


ywhichbe bothhath,and doth, and will go- 


- -yeraehivCtiutch.acd thergfateler chirbeaht idury of wn 
aVpalebtgary roy: whattheſe-lawexabrbrites arc,thar 
J 5d +, lo 
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(13) 
fo we may be more and more ſabje&tuneo them, that wee 
diſhonour not eſus Chrift,” by giving any thing toany 0- 
ther,which is only of righe doe uoto him. 4; 
\. 2./ſee If ir be fothar Chyi/ftis che head and husbandof 
his Church and people,then in the next place we'may rakt 
notice ofche wondertull and ſiogular love of Jeſus Chrif 
cowards a poore company of creatures; that Chr:ft ſhoglid 
ſand nhder fuch a neere relation: ro: them as a hosband, 
there'is no Feaſon can be given, ia retpettof us why Civiſt 
ſhould do it, we may find reaſon enongh in our ſelves Why 
Chr:-ſhould loathus, condemae us, rojet us; bar that he 
ſhould loveus, ſtandas ahusband ro us, weemuſt ſeektla 
reaſon ofthis elſewhere thep-from®Sur ſelves: and true- 
ly-che Scripraredoth declaxe the reafon fullyo us in the 
2 Hoſ.. 1. 1 will marry thee to my ſelfe in mercy ound compaſſion, 
ic has bin che meere mcttics aptcompaſſions of leſus 
workiny'in his owne wag Fame mrs tap this' greavand 
mighty worke to pafſe: and trdely the fetions confiderati- 
on ofrhis thing wowed, _—_ by us, it. woul d'\cauſe 
vs cobe willing-ro:be any ctiiogy ro0.doe any thing, yea re 
ſuffer toyeting forhim,who hath bin and done boy ſutfe- 
zed ſo much for ns, _ - » 5 ! & 32:0 05 2 Ji big 
2. #ſe;exhoms all ofus, that ſecing TefſwsChriftis the head 
of his Churchy&c. we houtd from :henee be exhorted to: 
yecid ſubjeftion to Tefws C brift:and his Jaws in all:things; 
Andifirſtot all;our ſubjeGion to Chriff muſt berfrectab- 
jection. +»: |; } 276 QHLILIP 
Sceondly;icmuſt be Univerſal! ſabjetion? * +11  » 
Thirdly, it wut be perpersall ſubje@iony/ 27:7 -25 4, 
7. OarſubjeQtion-ro Chrift and tus lawes mult be.fiee, 
that is, it muft be raifed within us ffortthe(confidexatior 
of that exce}lency that is inChigft and higdwesgangfrom 
C3 5 8 OO 


(14-) 
no by-end whatſoever, this was Davids frame 119. Pſal.gg, 
faich he there; aw thine ſave mee; for 7 ſeecke thy Precepts; as 
if he ſhould ſay, I ſeeke them meerely for that exccellency 
char I ſee in them:many may outwardly be ſubjeQ rochrif, 
bur yer not goder thisconſideratian, bur a3Chr2f (aith, 6. 
Jobs yeec (ceke me for the Loaves: (6 may Chroft lay to ma- 
ny, you ſecke mee, you yeeld outward ſubjecion to mee, 
not freely from that excellency that is in me, bur for yaur 
owne by-ends and reſpefts, bur wee muſt know thas that 
ſabjetion' which Chreft calls for muſt be free, 

ondly, it mu be Unirerſall , Cbr:f calls for all: 12. 
Aart 33. thou(bal: worſhip the Lord thy God with all thy bears, 
and ſaule, and might, and firength, 2nd (aich the Apoſtle , 50u 
re bouyh: with « price, therefore glor1 fie God in your bodyes and 
in jour Sperits, which are Gods. * 


Thirdly, ic maſt opt ,C 
that any ſhonld deale wich 
prove conſtant _ my un wag” us, 2 _— fr 

aithfull:o death, and in x Lake,74, 75. Chris expeits | 

nar racy ferve him'in bolineſſe and righteouſueſſe all the dyes 
of owr lives. Notalicrle fealon for a ſpirt, but conſtantly: 
andif wedo bur alittle caſt our eye upon Chrefl, woe ſha 
ſee that which may” ingage us herennto: as & Chrifts love 
was a free love; ſecondly, it wasa fall love, and thirdly, 
it is adutable love , whom he loves once he lovesto the 
end; And cherefore we ſhould be ingaged freely and agi- 
verſally and conſtantly to ſubmit ro /eſss Chriſt. 

4. Yſe, Is for conſolation to the ſervants of God thact 
have given up: themſelves to be ſwayed by the Sceprer of 
chrif, I ſay confolation in divers particulars.: as firſt if 
Chraft be thy husband , then be comfortedin rhis , tha: he 
will provide for thee, 34. Pſal. 10. the Lyons ſal lack and "T 
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fer bonger, but thoſe that feare the Lord ap lack wo goudrbiny, 
e 


. Eſs.4, 5. feare not for thos ſhalt not pens TY 
8 Ges pordires made thee ts thy buthand whoſe 
name 15 the Lord of Hoſts. - / 

Secondly, Wee may expet as proviſion from Chri/, (0 
proteRtion from (hrift, be will cert ainely proceR his people, 32, 
Deat, 2, dlithy Sarms ave inthy bend, he will cither keep his 
people from+rouble,or ſupport chem in trouble, 43.Eſz,2. 
whenrbos paſſeftubrough the water 7 will be with thee, through 
the fire it ſhall nat bart thee: the ſervants of God, in al> their 
crobles& ſorroweswhich they nndergs for his name fake, 
gonofarther then Jeſss Chriſt himſelfe goes along with them, 
63. Eſa.10.1# all theiy affliions be was effected, end the Angell 
bis preſence ſaved them. 

Thirdly, as we may expe& proviſion and proteQion 
from Chrzf, fo preſervatianalſo, 13. Heb.5.1will xever lexve 
thee wor forſake thee, itisnot any thing thar men or Devils 
can do that can any way by any of-their ſabclrics or per- 
ſecutions ſeparate 7eſus Chrif from the ſonle, but as (briff 
faith, becauſe I tive you ſhall live alſo; and therefore when 
there was bur ſach a conception raiſed in the hearr of the 

Church, 49. E/s. 14. SY ON ſaith, the Lord bath forſaken 
mee, and my Sod bath forgotten mee: ſee what anſwer the Lord 
theremakes, verl. 15,16.Cans Fomanforget ber child ? though 
fbe may,yet will not 1forget thee, behold Thave ingraven thee up- 
on the palmes of mybands , thywalls arc ever in my fight. ASiF 
he ſhould ſay, ir's as poſible for men to pull away my 
trengrh from my ſelfe,as to pull away my people from me 
which ſeemes 10 be held out in theſe words, 1 bave mgre- 
ven thee upon the Palmes of my bands : now that 
which is ingraven in a mans hands,is as it were made one 
wich the hand: you may as well pall away the part of tbe 


band 


(16,) 
haad ns cheirigeavectin the band, fo indeed (o'deeplyygre 
the"Pebple d&Gdy incereftcd into that great attribute of * 
Gods treogeh,rhiat med audDevills may as ſaone pull'God - 
our of Heaven as the Saiots our of Gods hands. 

The' fourth thing obſervable in the words, and that is 
the motive dy,which lhe is provoked ro\rerurn to. her firſt 
husbaad.laid downe io tel: words, for « wai better with me 
then now; the conſideration of char goodnefſe that former. 
ly ſhe had faund'\ip. Gods waics, did mighri! y provoke her 
to ſErgrac againe ;. from whence we may. obſerve. thus 
much. . 

Thaticiscver beſt with.the ſcrvanr3of God & Churches 
of Chribwhen they keepeclolelt ro God. ——_ 

V hat it is ro keepe cloſe ro God we have already 
ſhewed,gthat to keepe cloſe to God is to keepe clole tothe 
Law of God,the Commandements of God - now thatjris 
beſt both wich perſons & Churches, when they lo degwill 
appeare by che Scripture, 2. Jer. 2. ſaichche- Lord there, 
$0 and cry.an the eares of Jeruſalem ſaying, thas ſauh be Lord, 
{ remember thee wich the (kindneſſe of thy Youth, and the Loves 
of thy eſpouſalls when thou wenteſt after, me in the Wildernes , ing 
Land that was not ſown,what then did they loſe apy thing by 
it? no certainely, in verſ. 3. I{racl was 8 thing hallowed 19 
the Lora and bis pſt {ruin all they that earegt ſþill offend: coil 
ſhall cane upon them; ſanbthe Lord; we (ee God rakes ſper 
tiall notice of it, and tells chem, /ſracl was 4 thing ballowe 
101be Lord; God himlelfe ſers them apart as People excel» 
leptio his eye, and ſo did he-eſteeme of chem, that-men 
had better have taken a Bear. by che teeth(as we ſay)then 
.tobave meddled with them, cvallſball come upen them, ſaub 
the Lord, 19. Exed.5, (ee what. the Lord there faith , now, | 
therefore of you obey my wayes indeed, and keepe my Covent a, 

they * 


e Ben 
(127, 


re - thengou ſoallbe my any o ireaſure above all prople, thonughwll th 
of © _. {arib be mine, and ſhall be ro me a Keng dom of Prieſts 5 upd 
oF . @# boly Nation, 5c. thoic that God awnesas his chicke trea- 
ſure, are ſuch as obey his voice; aud keepe his Covenanr, 
je WW 3.4er.2 z ibis thang commanded ] them ſaying, obey miy voice, 
"E and I will be your God, and yee ſhallbe my people , and walke in 
w + io thenayes which 1 bave commgnded you, 1hatirmay be well 
"= | with you, it is and hath big well with the Saints,when they: 
er have cloſely walked ig the wayes of God, ſo 11+ Zeremy, 
us 4» ec. | 
| I. Res. \Y hy irs beſt with the ſervants of God when 
= they cleavecjoſeit ro him, is becauſe t hoſe whe-ſodepare 


 keptby God from thar diſaſter of ſorrow, andſhatne; and 
confulion tha (eaſerh upon others who forſake him,ther- 
fore ſaith David, 119. Pſal. 4. thenſball 7 not be confounded, 
when 1 bave reſpet.t9 &ll thy Commandemems, whereas ingg. 
Hal. 7. confounded be all choſe that worſbip graves Imager & 
in 3. der. 2. We lje in our 9-4 cm. and our ſbame covereth ws ; 
(the xcaſon is given,) for we have ſinned againſt the Lord our 
God, cuen 10th day ;, end have vor obeyed the voice of the Lord 
avs God, I's finnechar brings ſhame and confuſion afface, , 
bur when the {oule walks cloſely with irs God, it ſhall be 
faureto be kept from ſhame, for whar is ir that makes men 
aſhamed, and confounded? itis when they are fruſtrated 
ofcheir hopes,of cheir expeRations, of what they thought 
to<njoyin the way wherein they walked; bur now the 
ſervants o{God ſhall.be ſure neverco be fruffxared of their 
hopes, for what they expet from any promiſe of -God 
made by God unto them, they ſhall be ſure ic will be —Y 
formed in irs ſcaſon-: irs trne, there be many things which 
are impoſed upon them by men, as reproaches and ſceffes 
- andimpriſoaments Kc, —_ they chinke is _— of 
_l ame 


(18.) 
ſhame, but even theſe things are looked npon by the $6, 
as matrer of honour and joy, 5. A. 41, they went awayre- 
joycrngghat they were accompred worthy ro ſuffer any thmg for his 
nam ſake. s | 
2. Rea. Is becauſe thoſe that keepe cloſeſt ro the com- 
wands of God, are moſt honoured by God , and it 
muſt meeds be well with thoſe ' whom "the Lord* will 
- honour, theſe are they whom God will imploy in 
his: ſpeciall ſervice, being made veſfeHyof hononrfit 
for every good worke , for thoſe which walke cloſeftto 
God inthe doing of his will , are thoſe whomGod 'moſt 
ulualiyimp'oyes in that moſt honowrable ſervice of ſuf- 
ſetipgfor his name ſake, and youſball alwaics find (fince 
thecomming of Chriſt.in the fleſh ) that thoſe Charchez 
and perſonsrbar have moſt ſhinedina 'wayof* Innocency 
_ apdholynefſe towards God, have'bin'moſt|1yabte roper- 
Fevrions, - avd afflitions from\ men, you"ſhal? fee thar 
Church of Smyrna, which Chrifthat nothingagainit, (2. 
«Rev. 9,10.) was that Church which of all che reſt had faf« 
fered;and waslike to ſuffer moſt for his-neme fake : atid 
therefore as faich is the: gifc of God, / wherin"thoſe why 
haye itbeſtowedapon them excell other med)l@fuffertag 
for Chrift.isas well an excellear gittof Gd, given ava ſhe- 
'Clall favourco ſome of the Saiars, 1. Phil."29.- by which 
&hey walke avit were upon a higher -grofind #do retheit 
brethren , having the ſprrit of glorydnd of God reſting upon 
them, 1. Pet. 4*14.and b in 3 Rev. 4.-thou haſt a Few names 
zu Sardi, which have not defiled their garments : and did they 
loſe any thing by cleaving to God; by keeping their gar» 
ences undefiled?: No ſaith Godztheſeare rhey-thart Fowne, 
theſeſball walke before me in white, for they are worthy. 
. And therefore though this may be arcaſon _ may 
T4 TH ceme 
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feeme to beat off ſome from the profeſſion of Chriſt, yetir 
ſhould rather ingage the Saints to follow Chr:ft, andto 
keepe clole to his wayes, as knowing, that thoſe that ho-- 
nour God, he will honoar them: and wherein can.men 
honour Ood more then bya cloſe walking in a conformi- 
ry to his will ? 

3: Kea. Why ics beſt with the Saints when they cleave 
to the Lord, is becauſe that thoſe who fo do, arenotonly 
kept from ſhame and confuſion, but likewiſe they are kept 
from chole diftratting feares that are ready to lay hold on 
perſons of all ſorts in times of danger, and therefore ſaith 
Dauid, T will. not be afraidof evill _ , and what was the 
reaſon of it? he gives it himſelfe, becauſe, ( ſaith he?) my 
beart is faxed, truſting in the Lord: It's like if Davids hearc 
had bin wandering any where elſe, then he would quickly 
have fearzd evill tidingy; but he now ( baving his hearc 
cleaving to God) fearech chem nor; andin the 23. Fſal. 
2, 4+ he reftortth my ſoule, and leadeth me inthe paths of rightes 
ouſneſſe: yes though 1 walke through the valley of the ſbaddow of 
deub, 1 will ferrems evill, for thou artwith me; Mark | pray, 
when once David was brought to walke in the paths of 
rightconſneſſe, ben ( ſab be) though 1 walke even inthe val- 
ley of the ſhaddow of death, 1 will not feare, as if heſhould ſay, 
though my hife be as neere taking away from me, as the ſhaddow of 
4 man i510 a man, yet 1 will noi feare,, for 1 walking in the paths 
of right eouſne {ſe know, that thou art with me. Andcruely it is 

no imall priviledge, ( eſpecially in times of feares)) to be 
kepr,and ſecured from fearcs, for many times the conſe: 
quences thay feares produce: upon a perſon , brings more 
dangerons events along wirh ir,then if rheyvery thing fea» 
red had come upon them, and mare is required ro keepe a 
man from the feare of danger,then from the danger ir ſelf, 

2 a 
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a3 forinſtance,a lirtle apparel will keepe a man from na- 
kednefſe,when a greardeale both of movey and apparell 
will not keepe him from the feare of nakedoes, and there- 
fore:it -yee would be kept th times of eroible from 6- 
verflowing feares of rrouble, then keep cloſe to God: for 
in 'o doing you will ſee ſo muc\ fullnefle of ſtrengrh, and 
mercyand love itiGod, as wil! {wallew bp all other inor- 
diate teares.-' $97.4 | 
1. fe; Ifit be ſo,rhat it is beſt with rhe ſervants of Ged 
wherhey keep cloſeſt to him,ler us then who profeſſe the 
name of Chr:ft, and appearc to bein the namber of choſe 
who are made nigh wines God by rhe blood of Chreft Jets: - 
._ beexhorred rhereforere take heedof back-lidingand ler 
us labourto know rhathr(t it is an exfie thing to backflide, 
if we corfider the rariy provocations hereunto by reaſon 
of rhe deceitfullacft of onrowne hearts : andrhe ſnares 
ofthe world, with The ſubtlerics of Satber. 
Ard ferond)vgte agangerous thing to back-flide,if wee 
do bur conſider, 
1:/From whom we back ſlide,namely God, who is the foun- 
ratrie ot lite and che giver of all mercies. 

_ - Secondly, To'whar we back flide: namely, to that which 
is notableto releive ns, nor helpe us in any miſeriec or 
ſtrait that we fall into. 

Thirdly, If we confider what the cariagevof God hath 

_ bin,andis ro back+ſliders, (yon ſhall ſec irs dangerous . he 

fball be filled with bis 6w nt wayes, (laith Solomon ) and if any 

ont draw back oy ſoule ſhall have no pleaſurein by, (laith God) 

10. Heby. 38, we ſhall rherefore tor the preveuriug of this 

rear evil, lay Yowne ſome fignes of a foule declining 
om God, | + 

And ſecondly, we ſhall lay downe ſome meanes of pre- 

vention. The 


(2%. ) - 

The fgnes of decliningare theſe, firſt a diſregarding 
of the truth of (hriſt;2, Chrox. 24. 20, when the minds of 
men, grow weary ofthe truths of Chbrift, and their eſtima- 
tions of truth, (which. formerly. hath bin } flackens, it's 
one ſhrew'd figng of declining. . 

A ſecond figne is, when men begin togrow diftruſifall 
of God, and his truth, when many things which God hath 
ſaid io his Vosd4eemes harſhco mens ipirirs, 'they caftnor 
well reliſhic,as rhey in che 6, Tobn60, when the ſayings of 
Chriſt began to be hard and harſhto'them, then they draw 
back, verſ. 66. 

Arhird ſigac is, nnfruitfulneſſe under che meanes and 
mercies which God -beftowes 1{\- Z«#, 7i/-when men'fhall/ 
rater rarne theerurth of God which they (have teccived; 
inco notiony;and pleaſe chemſelves more with calking of 
ergch chen of pravitag what they know, thenitisa figne 
thaecruthis bidding chem farewell, and whey ir, © ©” 

FThe-fourch ſigne is love of the-worldy/ When njens [pi-* 
rits begin to hanker after the worJd orthe honour cherof, 
they wil! ſoone looſe: brift and his erath,'1 Tim: 6. 1o.; the 
lave of money 58 the root of all exll, which while ſome have cover- 
ted after they have erred from the fanh , arid therefore from 
loveto Chriſt, hethar loves the world had rarher looſe 
Feſws Chriſt then the world,and ir muſt needs be ſo,becauſe 
he loves ir. 

Fiftly, and laſtly, anorher ſigne is ſpirituall pride, effe« 
conhdence. For b- fore de! 1181-1 ih beart 15 baughty: when” 
a mar is proud of char which is: or hisowne, 1ts no mar- 
vell if he ſoore prove « ſpiritual) bankrupt, therefore I 
beſeech youler us looke roour ſc.ves, & If any man thinke 
heftand, let bem take heed leaſt be fall, Thexeture ro prevent 
itletus coalider of ſome meanes. 

Firft, 


(22.) 

Firſt, letus labour ſor ſoundneſle of jadgement* inthe 
truchs of God, that {owe may receive nothing upon oclier 
meas 7Þ; obyprry and reports, bur 1ry:ng all thing s wee may 
hold faſt that which is good, tor ignorance is the mother of 
error,and a corrupted life doth foone follpw an erronious 
judgement, wherefore let us be often in ſearching the 
S$cripure and ſeeking of God by Prayer, that he would be 
pleaſed tounfold thoſe glorious:myfteries. of his will in 
his word unco us by his ſpirir , that 10 we may'be ableto 
judge of things that differ. 

Secondly, ter us labour to receive the truth ia the love 
of it, for when; truth is; received by men under thiseonfi- 


deration of love,when men fce anexecllency initrachand+ 


love, the truth'fram thar'excellency thac they: ſee an in; 
they will /aboar for 1:you know it's the property of lovers 
do much, and ſufer much : and-yer ic lookes upon all thac 
it doth; and ſuffers as lictle , becauſe where rrae love is, 
it will-produce effe&gurable to ir ſelf,ſee this in that lave 


of God, 3. 10þ. 164 God ſo loved the world that he gavehis only 


begouen Son,&c, marke,ifonce Godcaſt an cye of love up- 


the creature, this yery love will produce aa cffet (urable' 


to its nature, even the giving of Jeſes Chris rodye far the 
creature: ſo indeed if oace the love of our ſoules be given 
upto the excellency of the cruth,thenour lives, our liber- 
ries, oureſtates, or friends, will follow roundly, bar if 
there be adefet in our love torhe trurch, chere will ſoone 
be a defte& in our ſtanding to, or ſuffering forcruth, 
| The third weaexes, let us conſider that the truth of God 
is the portion of rhe Saints, if weloole truth we looſe Je- 
ſus Chriſt, where will you have comfort, and where will 
you have ſalvation,if you looſe rruch ? And therefore faith 
Salomon, Prov. 4.13. keepe ber,for ſheas thy life, and there 
fore-2avid hath recourſe upon all occafions ro the word- 
CR TT AS 119, Pal 
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(25) 
119, F{al. 49, 50. Remember thy word made to thy Servant, 


(why) a15 my camfport uw my iy0ublet as if he (honld ſay;] have 


p2o:othet-companion'iiamy troubles bar ics! and ſoin the 
g2-4e/4.of the ſame-Pſa/meſairh hey except thy Law' had bin 
my delight, I (hould utterly bave periſhed in mine affii;ons.And 
theripre a+worldly mea: compr themſelves withall chey 
have by wharc they -have'& arein-theiworld fo letihe fer- 
yantspt God: dompr-rbemielves withwhacrhey have '% 
are, by-nothing,' burwhac' they -have'im 3oſus Chriſt; who 
dwelsin the truth, &conveyes himfelfeirhrongh che erarh 
into the hearts and con(ciences of his People x and'there- 
forclet ws: labourto:comprlicoubtportion,gdd ifNoberh 
would rather incucre rhe: difpleaturs- oÞ che Xing; "then 
pare with the iphericance given him by his fathers, Xing s 
24- 354. chow much more ſhould wee be willing” ro ins 
cprec; the.diſplcaſureota!t men, racher.chen rb loofe-any 
partofthe truth of leſs Chriftgiven unto us/and parcha® 


 ſedfor us, at ſo deere a rate as his owne precious bioed! 


- Now we ſhould come to:the next words ,:exprefſed in 
this 8th. verſ. xow ſhe did not know: that g ave ther 'Corvje ant 
Wineand Oyle; and multhedher Sikver and Gold,” whith they 
bate befomed uptin.Baal. brig .ti | 2 & 100 

Thelc-wosds {cemeyto beamainereaſon here given by 
God of this-peoples decliniag from him, and that is laide 
downeinthegenerall to, bethe nor taking noticenorob- 
ſerving,the mercies and favours 'of God giverurtother, - 

In which wordstoare things are.tobeconſidered.” 

Firit,the merciesthemſelvs laid dowae ia thefe' words, 
{arne andwine and Ole, fc: 

Secondly, rheauchor of theſe mercies, underthe rerme 
League them, th at is, God. | | 


«. 


Thircdly,the perſons to whom theſe'mercies were given; 


? 
4 


they were the Children of Jſrael. Fourthly, | 
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IS 4. © a . 2) oy 
” .Fonnbly, the carriage of this people rowards'God., in - © 
” theinjoys Ne ERIE 
— int; they rooke 00 tocice of them; from what hand 
> they came; expreficdin theſe words,\now fbe tid nor know 
that 1 gave her Corne, &c. | 
© __ © » Secondly, inſpendiog them, ic thonld ſeeme ſhe raking 
” | nopotice from whamrhemerciescamegtakeras lirelene- 
| ticoQrcarchow they go; which: appeares in 'thels words, 
which they have ſpent:upen Baet:' therwords being thas confi 
* dered; we may obſerve divers things-fromthem, foroue 
Ip inftraftion and comfort. | 
J L..05f, 'Thar Gadiyrhe only giver of :every metcy and | 
; favour thet the creature doth/irjoy >; 55 7 IC: uf | 
2: Obſ, That it che duryptrhe Saints to rake ſpeeiall FF 
notice of the mercics and favonrs which God gives them. 
3-04 That the nor taking nociceof merey 'and fas 
vours. of God,15e {peciatl :meancs to occafion menito de. w 
part from-God. 2 O28,” | 
As concerning the. Obſerv. that God is the only giver 
of cyery mercy and favour wee injoy. | 
I conceive none will deny che rtrurh of it, becauſe ic is 
both a dommon truth, and that whictall generally will 
acknowledge, rames 1.17: every good and every perfect 
gift is from above & comes down from the father of lighey, 
and-cherefore the conſideration of chis trurh ſheald reach 
all ofus £0take porice of rhe mercy of God, in'all rhe 
good things we enjoy, to behold God inal! the paſſages 
ofhieprovidence to us, that ſo if we have any riches, any 
honours, any friends, any grace, any gifts, all come from 
Ges,: And therefore-we thould rake heed of ſacrificing 
any thing to our owne nets, bur as all mercies wereecive 
come from God,: 1o-we muſt give the glory of all onely 
( | : ey, to 
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| wy aſeth God by his good providence to diſpoſe of "3.8 
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all che p&rer which God was pleaſed ro helpe me ta.de>. 


I was 


- Fs 


thatall perſons would iy «ll things , andbold faſt 
that wheeb i3 good. 1 Th.5.210 pg, ay 


1 an nt aſhamed of the Goſpell of Chrift, for it is the powey 


of God 16 ſalvation, 18 every oxerbat belitvnth, 1. Roms. i 6. 


Benet theu aſbamed of the Teflimony of our Lord, nor e 
hrs preſtner A but be chew partaker of 1 he of the bers 


* Way 

chended as1 am publikely calledby - 

forth to ſuffer for them, ſo lam notunwilling be» +» . © 
rodeclarechemy roall, to ſuch, andunto any » 3 
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